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Important Information For Parents/Guardians Of Students Who Will Be Under
The Age Of 18 Years At The Time Of Admission To The University

1. Student minors and parental responsibility

Students may still be under the age of 18 years at the time of admission to the University with the
implementation of the 4-year curriculum. These students (student minors) are not adults from legal
and social perspectives. While the University, in appropriate circumstances, will give due
consideration and take necessary measures in handling the affairs in regard to student minors, it
should be noted that parental responsibility remains with the parents/guardians. The University will
not act in loco parentis (i.e. not assuming parental responsibility).

2. Academic and social life in the University

Despite their minor status, student minors are expected to lead their academic and social lives in the
University as other students. In this connection, parents/guardians should note, among others, that
student minors may:

- have access to a variety of information and materials (including those normally suitable
for adults only) in a free academic environment;

- participate or engage (pursuant to a course requirement or otherwise) in academic, training,
social and other activities (e.g. field trips, internships, placements, tours outside Hong
Kong, late night meetings or gatherings, overnight programmes and high-risk sports)
which may involve various kinds of risks;

- be offered accommodation and reside in the residences administered by the University;

- participate in the activities of and become an office bearer/office bearers in student
organizations, and take up the relevant responsibilities; and

- need to receive medical treatments, psychological treatments or counseling services, or
undergo medical operations, especially in case of emergency.

3. Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance

Student minors are protected by the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance. In this respect,
parents/guardians have no automatic right to access the personal data of student minors (e.g.
academic records). It is the normal practice of the University to correspond directly with students but
not their parents/guardians. However, the University acknowledges that it is necessary to maintain
updated contact details of the parents/guardians of student minors, in particular for emergency. If
appropriate, parents/guardians may also provide other relevant information to the University for the
interests of student minors.



4, Consent

To assist the University in processing the acceptance of offer of admission, the parent/guardian of a
student who will still be under the age of 18 years as at September 1, 2023 is required to submit the
online consent form ON OR BEFORE September 1, 2023. Without the required consent form, the
University may have difficulty in arranging some of the teaching and learning activities, and
accommodation for a student minor, and therefore, his or her studies may be affected.

[Note: In the case of discrepancy between the English and Chinese versions, the English version
shall prevail.]

The University of Hong Kong

April 2023
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